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Hello, good evening, ahla wa sahla!  Welcome to the second 1866 Reception, I think, since we 
arrived last year, and hopefully one of many, the first of two this year.   
 
There is really no institution in the world like AUB with regard to gaining the loyalty of its staff, its 
faculty, its alumni. Really, this started a 150 years ago and has continued to gain momentum. It’s an 
unusual relationship because, quite candidly, AUB becomes more than an alma mater or a place of 
work, but it becomes a way of life, and a way of life that doesn’t end when you retire—it seems to 
go on and on in a very good way. 
 
Since 1866 is the year that the University was founded, several years ago the University created this 
category to recognize people who are continuous generous givers and have given any amount for at 
least seven of the last 10 years. You, basically, are our constant givers, the people we rely on, and it’s 
very important because, while every year, of course, we try to get more support for our scholarship 
students, more support for research, more support for great projects, including preserving and 
maintaining this unique and beautiful campus, we have to count on some people who every year 
turn to us and we can rely on them to make a difference. And really, that’s what the 1866 Club is.  
You are our steadiest and most consistent group of supporters, you really are the blood and guts in 
the best sense, or the lifeblood in a more beautiful analogy of the University.   
 
This has been a very exciting year for AUB, not just on campus, but all around the world, and we 
could have any number of alumni events; we’ve had a great deal of progress in some important 
areas including labor areas, agreements with students, faculty, and staff, and also including some 
aspirational projects. We’ve been working on a strategic plan that’s holistic, that emphasizes 
citizenship and transformational leadership in our societies. That’s the power of what you’re doing 
because, quite candidly, some of the biggest things that we will do in the next few years will not 
necessarily be some of the most expensive things. People have the misconception that the most 
important things you ever do are to build buildings, but I would argue that the most important 
things that we do are to support people. And the generosity that you provide year-in, year-out 
allows us to do some of those things with people, whether it’s helping a student whose parents 
suddenly lost their job, or a research project which is gaining momentum, but is too high-risk, high-
reward to get funding from a foundation or an agency, or quite frankly, to put in new programs that 
help enable a transformation that we need in this society. 
 
In spite of the fact that it’s been a particularly exciting year at AUB, it’s also been a very exciting year 
globally. Unexpected results in elections in the United States and Great Britain; a president in 
Lebanon when we were starting to wonder if they were going to abolish the presidency and basically 
decide to run the nation without a government. All of these are interesting, all these are good things 
and are exciting things, but we, at AUB, we provide a different value. We provide the value of 
constancy; we will be here in good times and in bad no matter who is elected in the US, in Britain, 
and in fact in Lebanon, and we will do what we are supposed to do, which is to educate, to 
empower, and to enable tomorrow’s citizen leaders. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Today, we had a very interesting symposium by the United Nations Development Program that was 
organized with the help and the hard work of Jad Chaaban, one of our faculty members, and Martin 
Asser, our associate vice president for communications. It was a great conference. At the end of the 
opening session conference, there was a lot of discussions on the challenges in the Arab world, the 
fact that two-thirds of the citizens in the Arab world now are thirty or younger, the fact that new 
economies are not being born at a rate that allows people to have hope and be employed, the fact 
that we still have large slots of illiteracy and large groups of people who are still unable to 
participate in governance.   
 
But from my perspective, there is hope, and the hope is that we at this University and other peer 
universities, educate and empower the next generation. We don’t have to say the next generation.  
In fact, I’ve always said the future role of heroes, the destiny of the heroes to be a model; we don’t 
want models here, we want leaders, and we can educate and empower those leaders because of all 
of you. So this is the one evening here, we have one with our faculty and staff and one with others, 
where, instead of you working hard, working thanklessly, working continuously, and perhaps not 
thinking that we notice you, that we get to say individually and collectively, very simply, thank you.   
 
Thank you for all of the wonderful work you do every day to make AUB a place that can make a 
difference, and thank you for all you will do in the coming years to make sure that we can reach 
every deserving young person possible so that they too can do or make a difference.   
 
Thank you very much. 


