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Good afternoon!  Several people in this room will be hearing me speak for the third time today, so I 
apologize, you must be sick of hearing my gravelly voice.   
 
Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, our friends,  
 
This is a fundamental relationship on our path to make a difference in Beirut and in Lebanon. The 
Strategic Health Initiative that has been expertly led by Dr. Shadi Saleh and staffed by Ms. Noha 
Hashash under the leadership of EVP Sayegh, envisions a future which is healthier, which is better, 
and which is more abundant for all the citizens of Lebanon and the Arab world.   
 
But before you can fly, you have to crawl, and I myself, and my brother Kamal Sayegh, we are 
children of this city, as is my old friend Mohamad Kabbani.  And if you are not going to participate in 
the rebuilding of your own home and enhancing its health, then it’s all very good to be stars and to 
do things outside the house, but we owe the house our first and best effort toward an healthier 
tomorrow.   
 
The relationship between AUB and Beirut and their mutual impact on one another spans decades, 
and spans now a 150 years. When a few protestant missionaries, whose very sanity was being 
wondered at, looked at a few annals on Ras Beirut, bought some property someone has gifted and 
launched the mission, they triggered in it a rival mission to that of the Université Saint Joseph.   
 
I believe that the future of Lebanon and of the generations to come is much too important for 
competition.  As EVP Sayegh said, we stretch, not only our hands fully, but the hands of our brothers 
and sisters in the Université Saint Joseph and their leader, Père Salim Daccache, and all citizens of 
good faith to try to ensure that by 2022-2025, every day, Beirutis are healthier.   
 
Smoking numbers in Lebanon are still tremendously high, unacceptably high.  Research on smoking 
and pollution continues to show that they are the primary drivers of cancer, heart disease, and a 
major cause of preventable death in the world.   
 
We continue to produce outstanding research in the various faculties of the American University of 
Beirut to empower the government, including most recently giving the government the data through 
work supported by CNRS that allowed them to push to stop the burning of solid waste.   
 
So, this is the beginning of a reaffirmation of a long and vital relationship. Interminable friendship 
and partnership between Beirut and its American University, and the importance of this aspirational 
MOU is not just in the signature today, but that, hopefully, long after even the youngest of us are 
gone, and when a governor’s successor’s successor’s successor’s name is recorded in history, as is 
that of our friend Jamal Itani, that the work that we do today and for the next five to ten years will 
be recorded as the first important steps in making Beirut a healthy city.   
 
So, I think, the government, the municipality, and the governor of Beirut, we are here to make sure 
every step affordable.   
 
Thank you very much. 


