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اتحدث اليكم الليلة بالعربية، وسأكون سعيدا بعمل ذلك اذ أن واحدا رح ان تاصحاب المعالي، الزمالء، اق
كني اشعر انني سأكون مقصرا من اولى انجازاتي االكاديمية كانت الحصول على الباكالوريا اللبناني.  ل

لم اتحدث اليكم باللغة السائدة اساسا للتعليم فيها  الجامعة االميركية في بيروت، اذلئيس لبناني كأول ر
 سنة، وهي اللغة االنكليزية.   130دة لم

 
(Translation: Your excellencies, colleagues, it was suggested that I speak to you in Arabic, and I would 
be happy to do so as one of my first academic achievements was to gain the Lebanese Bac. But I feel 
that it would be remiss of me seeing as I am the first Lebanese president of my alma mater, AUB, not 
to speak to you in the main language of instruction there for 130 years, that is English.) 

 
However, I prepared the full Arabic translation of my speech, which we will distribute tonight, and I 
will try my hardest to stick to my script, something I find particularly hard to do when I follow my 
brother Salim Daccache.  So I have to switch the order one of these times. 
 
On behalf of Lebanon and the Arab world’s focus on the finest university, the American University of 
Beirut, it is a pleasure and a privilege speaking to you today, here at the Grand Serail, and to thank 
the Government of Lebanon for granting seven stellar scholars, who are examples of research 
excellence, of serving leadership… these scholars in their diverse specialties in arts, in humanities, in 
business, in sciences, and in medicine.  They deserve our respect, our applause, and our admiration 
(Applause). 
 
I can speak with some expertise about three outstanding awardees from today AUB’s faculty.  They 
are all tremendous scholars, but they are at their cores conveners and champions for a better 
tomorrow.  It was for the same reason that I returned to Lebanon last year with the firm belief to the 
core of my being that the Lebanon of tomorrow and tomorrow’s youth have a much brighter future 
that has been the case during our recent past.  Indeed, these three AUB scholars specifically are 
examples for a better future.   
 
Dr. Dima Jamali, an enormously gifted meritorious researcher, who is a champion for a corporate 
social responsibility and for the equality of women with men in the academic discourse, bravo Dima 
(Applause).  She has undertaken an additional task which is transforming the many promises and 
potential of the Lebanese business community for the betterment of tomorrow’s youth and 
tomorrow’s scholars, so thank you for that additional undertaking. 
 
My friend of 21 years, Dr. Ali Taher, a long champion for many years with our First Lady Mrs. Mona 
Hrawi for patients with thalassemia and patients for whom there are no resources, no opportunities, 
a disease that until recently was partially ignored but now has individuals who are visible 
increasingly for going to school and going to college and becoming vibrant members of the 
community.  A scholar and a champion for treating cancer and for blood diseases.   
 
And last but not least Najat Saliba who is going to be a savior of our lived environment and a 
champion of the students and of nature alike.  Najat spoke about minding )مش بردان وما بريح( that she 
also will never rest until she reaches more sustainable standards in this beautiful country that has 
been so vastly environmentally mistreated.  How we, as a species, survive is contingent on our  



 

 
 
responsibility socially, economically, biologically, but yes, how we treat our environment, and she is 
a formidable champion for that environment.  Thank you Najat (Applause). 
 
These are the kinds of scholars with their family and friends who exemplify the types of leadership 
that so far has been remarkably well demonstrated by the new president of the republic Michel 
Naim Aoun in his early tenure.  The president has spoken with moderation, so lacking in the recent 
political discourse in the United States and we hope that this firm coherence to a course of 
moderation will continue: خير االمور وسطها.   
 
But when I speak of servant leadership, I can think no further than the extraordinary coherence and 
extraordinary career of Georges Tohmé, president of the board of administration of CNRS, and Dr. 
Mouin Hamzé, its general secretary.  These two extraordinary gentlemen have sublimated their egos 
and focused their efforts or decades, such that Lebanese has remained, in war time and in supposed 
peace time, and will remain a viral nation where researchers pursue the empowerment of 
knowledge and education of generations.   
 
Thanks too to Prime Minister Salam who has showed the humility, conviction, the extraordinary 
application that has served this country well over this last difficult to dangerous spell, and I believe 
all of us as citizens are greatly in his debt.   
 
In closing, I want to say, we at AUB and our sister university, Université Saint-Joseph, and all of us in 
education extend our hands fully in cooperation to our new government of Prime Minister Designate 
Saad El Hariri, hoping he will continue on this track of humility and moderation demonstrated by the 
ex-prime minister, by the CNRS leadership, and by this extraordinary ascendance of scholars.  We 
will need that humility, dedication, excellence, and commitment to service to those least fortunate if 
we are to become a great nation in our new democracy.  This is necessary to ensure that the future 
of the Lebanese youth is brighter. Thank you very much!  


