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This is the political season; US elections are in a few weeks, the world is captivated by an election 
like no other and all the while we hear complaints about “where is America going? Why doesn’t it 
use its authority, its soft power to solve the world’s problems in Syria, in the Indian sub-continent, in 
Yemen?  Where are the miracles?” 
 
Dr. Patterson, friends, and colleagues from USAID, this is where the miracles are. The exercises of 
American soft power that have been exemplified by this University like no other for 150 years have 
always started one student at a time. One USP student, one future leader. We’re very proud to be 
the hosts of this program. It is a transformative program whose impact will be felt for generations 
hence. Yesterday, we had free and fair elections at this University.  For the second year in a row, 
amidst some local political instability, students exercised theirs rights democratically, 
representatively this year, for the first time proportionately, and responsibly, and most importantly 
non-violently.  It was a model experiment in democracy. 
 
 USP is one of our most powerful and most impactful undertakings as a University. We are very good 
partners for the US Government—and for every force that wants to make a difference in the lives of 
young people. This program shows our commitment, as well as that of the US Government, at the 
highest level, to provide opportunities for young people to advocate openly, and yes, loudly, for a 
free and fair society where sectarian identity melts away and is replaced ultimately by a meritocracy.  
This has been the dream of the human peoples since Athenian democracy was in its infancy, a 
meritocracy.  AUB aspires to be a meritocracy; how can we be a meritocracy in these challenging 
times?   
 
Our Provost’s Office has worked very to make sure that all of our outstanding scholarship programs 
are brought together, so that young people of merit, of courage, and of vision can learn to get to 
know one another from their different backgrounds, their different religions, their different races 
and ethnicities. And this program brings people from all over Lebanon and puts them together so 
that they can dream that original dream of a free and fair society that 240 years ago was the dream 
of the founders of the United States. USAID and our other institutional partners such as the US-
Middle East Partnership Initiative and the Master Card Foundation have opened the way for an ever 
greater representation at this exceptional seed of higher learning in the Middle East, for the most 
under-represented communities. That was actually the dream of the founding fathers of the United 
States, a society for the people governed by the people. That is what Lincoln fought for about 156 
years ago. One people, governed with fair principles, and with rights for all people.   
 
Those are heavy, heavy burdens that you’re carrying with yourselves—I am looking at our 
remarkable scholars today from USP—and I am not making it any easier for you. Our expectation for 
you is enormous; you will grow up to be leaders of tomorrow’s society, you will understand that fear 
of the Other is an obstacle and not an asset, you will understand that every human being has great 
value. These are the qualities this University, and yes, this program seeks to embed in you. This 
doesn’t only safeguard our diversity, it celebrates it and it enlarges it. It allows us to tackle these 
pernicious inequalities that affect every society known to man today: in Lebanon, in America, 
throughout the Arab world, in Asia, in Africa, and everywhere.   
 



 

 
 
 
I want to close by saying how proud I am that over the last academic year, Provost Harajli and his 
team of Associate Provost Hala Muhtasib and our other former Associate Provost, now Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Nadia El Cheich, and the remarkable team of Drs. Malek Tabbal and 
Samar Harkous working closely with the Office of Institutional Research have worked with all the 
other directors of our institutional scholarship programs and our award winning Center for Civic 
Engagement and Community Service to further support and empower these vital programs.   
 
In America, people talk about your curriculum and your core curricular activities. But they also talk 
about your co-curricular activities: service and civic engagement are no longer electives, but they are 
part of the new curriculum. Under the provost’s guidance, they’ve started to unify and standardize 
and consolidate the various administrative and academic roles and put those responsibilities under 
the new LEAD initiative, Leadership Equity and Diversity, and all our colleagues in the University 
stand prepared to help ease your way. But, we are not easing your way as scholars of the future just 
because we want to make your life easier; we want to make your life more full of good challenges 
and the appropriate preparation so tomorrow you can go forth and make a difference in this society 
and others.   
 
I want to thank the leadership of USAID, the Provost’s Office, the deans, the educators, and 
especially the students, not for the work that you’ve done so far, but for the far more important 
work that you are yet to do. Thank you very much! 


