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Mounir and Ghassan, thank you for the introduction and your heartfelt and kind words.  

Friends, guests, and attendees,  

I extend a heartfelt thank you to the Municipality of Abey for their warm welcome and for the 

organization of this memorable event. This is not the first time we find ourselves tracing back to the land 

from which it all started; in 2002 former president Dr. John Waterbury visited the location and renewed 

his vows to equally serve all students who are willing to study at AUB.  

A century and a half ago, the American University of Beirut was founded by missionaries who knew that 

they were laying foundations for a great venue that later became a transformative institution in the 

region. In 1862, Dr. Daniel Bliss was asked to withdraw from the evangelistic work of the mission of the 

American Board of Commissioners in Lebanon, to found a college of higher learning that would include 

medical training. Dr. Bliss immediately embarked on this mission; he travelled to the US to raise funds 

for this new institution. He came back to Beirut in March 1866 with a charter under the name of the 

Syrian Protestant College granted by the State of New York; and opened its first class on December 3, 

1866. Starting with only 16 students back then, we today have more than 60,000 alumni all over the 

world who believe they can make a difference in their fields, contributing to the creation of a better and 

more humanistic society.  

What makes AUB unlike any other university in the world is the massive legacy it left and continues to 

leave every day. Leading establishments in the fields of engineering, sciences, humanities, and 

innovation were started by AUB graduates, and that is due to the values, knowledge, and tailored skills 

acquired during their academic journey at AUB.  

AUB was and continues to be a hub for diversity, welcoming all students from around the world into its 

campus. Looking ahead to the next 150 years, I am afraid one of the biggest threats to AUB’s mission is 

the spiraling costs of world-class higher education. AUB aspires to be able to financially assist every 

bright student who wishes to continue their education at the premises of this prestigious university, 

making it accessible to all students regardless of family income.  

To accomplish that, AUB is embarking on the biggest fundraising campaign to assist a bigger number of 

needy students attending the University. In the past 10 years, AUB has grown substantially in terms of 

facilities and provided services; and we want to make the university continues to offer the best medical 

and academic services in the region. AUB relies on the generous support of our alumni and friends all 

around the world to fulfill this mission. Making a real difference for a better Lebanon and Arab world 

starts by supporting bright and ambitious students; and that is at the central core of AUB’s values.  

Thank you very much and enjoy your afternoon. 


