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Good evening,  

Our distinguished alumni and their beautiful families, excellences, AUB Deans and University 

Leadership, guests, and friends. The great Marie Curie once said, “I was taught that the way of 

progress was neither swift nor easy”. This is something that you intimately know as AUB 

students and alumni. That is why it is particularly refreshing to see you all here, with family, 

back at your alma mater for your reunion weekend. I’d like to extend particular congratulations 

to the classes of 1967 and 1992, celebrating their Golden and Silver Jubilees, and also a warm 

welcome to the more senior alumni, those celebrating over 55 years since graduation. All of 

you are the pride of AUB and the result of the hard work faculty, administrators, and staff, as 

well as your parents, have put in. Your success is most definitely our success, and you have 

done an extraordinary job in the region and beyond, such that we cannot but salute you and 

say thank you, for making AUB’s name even greater. Thank you very much. 

Last year, at the end of 2016, the most prestigious university ranking system, the Quacquarelli 

Symonds (QS) ranking organization, introduced a new measure highlighting the employability of 

graduates of different universities, worldwide. (This is a worldwide ranking, not just in the US). 

AUB was ranked 78th out of 10,000 universities in employer reputation and 32nd in alumni 

outcomes worldwide, coming first not just in the Arab countries, but in the whole of the MENA 

region. This year, Wealth-X looked at the net capital of alumni in the United States and outside 

the US, and guess where AUB ranked! Eighth among all universities outside the US. So that 

means we’re going to be doing a whole lot more giving coming up! It is not like this news came 

as a surprise, as we know, and the world knows, what kind of graduates come out of this 

institution. This provides further evidence and an affirmation that our graduates are world-

class; that they are very high quality; and that we are producing, year after year, stellar 

students and professionals who could lead the change in this region and beyond. So while we 

thank you for coming to AUB. We thank you for achieving what you have and for making the 

AUB community—now formed of more than 62,000 alumni—a vibrant and impactful one.  

You have been very strong and successful ambassadors and success stories for this University. 

You have gone forth into the world and became doctors, engineers, entrepreneurs, innovators, 

creative souls, homemakers, and public administrators, leading authorities in health, or 

educators, or administrators, in academia and in business, and you have made your alma mater 

very proud. Whatever the path you have chosen to undergo, you have demonstrated model 

professionalism and extraordinary behavior that we hope Lebanon, the Arab world, and beyond 

can learn from. You have made a difference and you continue to do so, and I can argue that it 

has never been more important for you to embody, embrace, model the core values of the 



 

University than it is today. We face a world that is dramatically different, than that which you 

graduated in. There is polarization and marginalization of peoples. This is not a weekend for us 

to do something other than celebrate and reflect, but I am confident that you are exactly the 

community that could help change things for the better. 

So this is our weekend to welcome you back to AUB. Whether you are coming from the farthest 

reaches of the earth, or from Ras Beirut, please take this time to take a walk around your 

campus and indeed down memory lane. Remember the time you have spent here on this 

remarkable campus, voted one of the 25 most beautiful in the world, inside the walls of the 

classes, on the benches overlooking the Mediterranean. Celebrate not only your years but your 

friendships, and what you’ve gained here from this University. Since I started less than two 

years ago, I believe I have met over 2,000 alumni, one out of every 30 of you, because you are 

an essential and fundamental part of this community. We know that the generations of 

graduates, and the 1668 that we graduated this year need your opportunity, your mentorship, 

your leadership and your example. So we urge you to reconnect, reconnect in person, 

reconnect online, because now more than ever we have to continue to model the kind of 

student life with diversity and idealism that is so important for AUB to leave an indelible mark 

on this country and on the world. 

The major step to move AUB to become a world-class research university was taken several 

years ago with President John Waterbury. In a way, John Waterbury has returned, and that has 

continued through the period of Peter Dorman and now myself. In the immortal words 

attributed to Julius Caesar “Alea iacta est” ("The die is cast"). Caesar, in the sense of ushering in 

a golden era for Rome, is not just me, or John Waterbury or Peter Dorman. It is the University 

itself. AUB has to usher in a new golden era for the Arab world. 

So my message today to the alumni is a simple one: never forget where you came from, 

because knowing where you came from helps you know who you are. And you’re going to do 

well. You have done very well, but now it’s time to do good in these challenging times, these 

times of crisis in the Arab world in Lebanon and beyond. For the last 151 years AUB has been a 

beacon of hope to the region, and to the world. It has contributed through humility, through 

creativity, and through action; through the various programs, for example, touching on the lives 

of Syrian and Palestinian refugees, and the programs that bring people from those unfortunate 

parts of Lebanon and the Arab world. We’re able to educate more and more of the best and the 

brightest, and the Provost has challenged us by 2020 to fully fund 600 students a year. Six 

hundred students a year will enter AUB and get an education not worried about where the 

tuition is coming from. And we need you for that, just as we need you in the work that the 

Issam Fares Institute is doing—groundbreaking research on refugees in Lebanon and in the 

Arab world—or the tremendous work being done by the Faculty of Health Sciences in defining 

the health conditions and expectations of the Global South; or those of the Faculty of 

Agricultural and Food Sciences showing the way forward in sustainable nutrition and in 

agriculture. All of these are opportunities that we want you to participate in. We do not just 



 

want your checkbooks, we want your hearts, we want your minds, we want your engagement. 

You hold important positions of influence and authority. You are role models for the future. 

This is your campus and your University—so you, whether you like it or not—are part of the 

body of Caesar crossing the Rubicon. 

Before I end my remarks, I want to speak a little bit about the capital campaign we launched. 

BOLDLY AUB: the Campaign to Lead, Innovate, and Serve is the most ambitious capital 

campaign, not just launched by this University, but throughout the Arab world. Our goal is to 

raise $650 million and I confidently say that we want to go at least a hundred million above 

that. Why do we want this? The five major components of BOLDLY AUB are to enrich the 

educational and research experience, enhance the healthcare experience, so we can provide 

the very best education and the very best care to everyone, irrespective of their ability to pay; 

to put innovation and entrepreneurship and citizenship at the very core of the University; to 

solidify our community relevance; and to ensure the sustainability of our strategic plans. We 

want to ensure sustainability for this University and this region, and through your efforts in 

Financial Aid, in creating job opportunities and internships for our students, in naming facilities 

and schools and faculties. We rely on you to be right there with us. You are our partners in this 

enterprise. Your hopes and your aspirations for this University are our hopes and aspirations for 

this University. One day, 20, 25, 50, 55, 60, or longer years ago, you came to this University with 

the spirit of wanting to contribute towards a better world. There is really no other reason to 

come to the most academically rigorous institution in the Arab world. You came here, and you 

succeeded, spectacularly in so many of your cases. Now you are part of a distinguished global 

community that we need to draw far more tightly together, because you and we are needed 

more than any other time in recent memory.  

I want to thank you for coming here, just as I thank VP Baalbaki and Associate VP Salma Oueida 

who knows every one of you, and the Office of Alumni Relations for organizing this year after 

year. This is by far our busiest year and we are very grateful for that. Please take this 

opportunity to reconnect to your roots, to recharge your batteries, as we have told the deans 

again and again, vacation or celebration is only a declaration for the good work to be done. 

Thank you very much. 

 

 


