
 

 

 

 
     

 

                                                                                                                                     September 2, 2016 
 
Dear Members of the AUB Community,  
 
This is to announce that AUB has commenced a search for a new Dean for the Faculty of Agricultural and 
Food Sciences (FAFS).  Dr. Nahla Hwalla, who has served with distinction for over a decade, will continue in 
the position until a new Dean is appointed. 

 
Dean Hwalla has led the Faculty forward on numerous academic and administrative initiatives and strategic 
accomplishments in alignment with FAFS’s mission and priorities. These include accreditation of the Nutrition 
and Dietetics Coordinated Program by the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics 
(ACEND); introducing several new undergraduate and graduate MS programs in support of regional and 
global relevance; upholding high quality education through accreditation and revision of programs; 
collaboration with other disciplines across AUB; recruitment of new diverse faculty; and engaging in activities 
that promote the impact and visibility of the Faculty, as well as fruitful fundraising efforts. Furthermore, as a 
result of her diligent work with the University administration, Dean Hwalla was recently able to secure much-
needed additional space for FAFS at Reynold’s Hall and funding for phase 1 of the construction of two 
additional floors on Wings A & B. 

 
Please join me in thanking Dean Hwalla for her remarkable service as Dean and in wishing her well for the 
years to come.  
 
We will have a campus-based search committee which will begin an international search to find an 
outstanding individual to fill the position of Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences. The 
complete list of committee members is outlined below and I would like to thank each one of them for 
accepting to undertake this vital service on behalf of AUB.  

 Ronnie Coffman (Trustee, co-chair) 

 Mohamed Harajli (Interim Provost, co-chair) 

 Jose Zaglul (Trustee) 

 Mohamad Abiad (Associate Professor, FAFS) 

 Nayla Al-Akl (Assistant Professor, FAFS) 

 Hassan Artail (Professor, FEA) 

 Rose-Mary Boustani (Professor, FM) 

 Monique Chayya (Professor, FHS) 



 Shady Hamadeh (Professor, FAFS) 

 Steve Harvey (Dean, OSB) 

 Bilal Orfali (Associate Professor, FAS) 

 Nour Boutine (Student representative, FAFS) 
 
We will need a concerted effort by the entire AUB community, working with members of the search 
committee, to identify and recruit a dean who can build on the considerable strengths of FAFS. Therefore, I 
invite you to nominate any individuals who you feel have the qualifications to be exemplary candidates for 
the position.  
 
Best regards,  

 
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD  
President  

 

  

 
 

 
 


