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Thank you very much Dean Shihadeh.  It’s a special pleasure today to be with you because this is a 
unique gift.  It connects us with one of our own, an alumnus and an academician, and believe it or 
not, we don’t have that many conference rooms named after academicians who started here.  So we 
are proud to embrace both, Andre and Hayat, in their leadership and their attachment to the 
University.  Also to my surprise, I was walking around campus with Trustee Riad Kamal and, despite 
the institution’s remarkable historical intersection with the Salam Family, this is one of the very few 
monuments at the University that attaches us to the Salams, despite the long history with Anbara 
and Saeb, and generations of Salams.  So, it’s wonderful to have the continuously serving First Lady 
of the Republic in the absence of a President here with us, so thank you Lama for honoring us.   
 
Furthermore, I am especially inspired by the fact that this is a generation of connections.  So, I think 
that Hayat grew up as a child of AUB, but she always came back and got Andre attached to it, and 
was the first, as you heard from the dean, to adopt a bench, but always kept connected to the 
University, and it connects us to an aspect of the University that we have been poorly connected to, 
namely the rest of Lebanon.  As you know, many of Tripoli’s leading citizens have been educated at 
AUB, and yet, our Tripolitan heritage has been badly under-represented on this campus.  To have a 
conference room dedicated to a scholar of Lebanon’s second city, although she was herself a Beiruti 
and a great scholar of Lebanon’s second city, is a key under-appreciated connection.  So, for that 
aspect we also want to say thank you.   
 
From my perspective, we really think of ourselves as Lebanon and the Arab world’s pre-eminent 
institution of higher learning.  I think we continue to earn that, and not assume it or take it for 
granted with all the responsibility that comes with that, but this is a re-affirmation of that stature of 
us being more than just Beirut’s university of trans-generational Arab culture.  So, thank you very 
much for this special gift, and I look forward to hearing from Andre, who, I think has much to add.  
Thank you very much! 


