
 

 

     

 
January 17, 2017  

  
Dear AUB Community,  

I have the overwhelming privilege to share news of the largest gift in the history of AUB 
being given to us by the Semaan Foundation, which we revealed last night during the 
official launch of the University’s new capital campaign, Boldly AUB.  

This remarkable and transformative gift will go towards research and educational 
facilities at the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture (FEA), which the Board of 
Trustees has decided will henceforth be named the Maroun Semaan Faculty of 
Engineering and Architecture in grateful appreciation of this unprecedented generosity. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Mr. Semaan and his family for 
their vision, dedication and allegiance to this University, and for this donation which is 
set to propel FEA to new heights and place it among the world’s top schools of its 
category. 
 

It is a magnificent, uniquely AUB story—Maroun Semaan, a former scholarship student 
whose education transformed his life, who became a pioneering businessman, a major 
philanthropist, an entrepreneur, and a leader, deciding to help transform the lives of so 
many others for generations to come. 
 

Maroun graduated from AUB in 1977 with a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering 
whereupon he went to the Gulf to work in various oil, gas, civil, and infrastructure 
projects. In 1991, he and partner Ayman Asfari joined a small Texas-based engineering 
business called Petrofac, which as Petrofac International they grew into one of the 
leading oil and gas companies in the world employing more than 18,000 employees 
worldwide. Maroun became an AUB Trustee in 2013, a few years after Mr. Asfari, who 
was elected to the Board in 2007. 
 

Our Faculty of Engineering and Architecture has graduated many of the leaders of the 
region, not only in those disciplines but also in business, politics, and in so many areas. I 
cannot think of a name that will better fit this magnificent faculty than that of Maroun 
Semaan. 



 

The generosity of this gift—which the Semaan family has requested remain undisclosed 
for the time being—has meant that with our Trustees’ backing we have been 
emboldened to readjust the target for our Boldly AUB campaign to a higher figure of 
$650M in the light of new circumstances. It is an outstanding start to what we envisage 
will be an outstanding campaign and AUB shall be forever grateful to those who made it 
happen. 
 

Best regards, 
 

Fadlo R. Khuri, MD 

President  
 

  

 

 

 
 


